God’s Gift to Creationists

Creatorworship

Before and during the eruption of Mt. St. Helens in May of 1980 news coverage centered around dangers to people from explosion and respiratory distress, and the awesome power that spread dust like midnight over many states.  Those dangers and power spread destruction in the blast zone of the mountain from which we continue to learn.  In a video on Mt. St. Helens, geologist Stephen Austin describes how the explosion and mudslide of the bulging North Slope carried rock, mud, and forest into Spirit Lake with such force that water splashed 900 feet onto the opposite slope, ripping up the forest and washing it into the lake.  The valley draining Spirit Lake was filled to a depth of over 200 feet comprised of slide sediments and finely layered strata from the winds in that and subsequent eruptions.  Spirit Lake later breached the dam quickly eroding a canyon downstream.

Austin states that creationists refer to Mt. St. Helens as “God’s gift to creationists.”  Why the audacious claim about the merits of this disaster?  He goes on to explain that what happened there is a miniature experiment for what God must have accomplished through the worldwide flood of Noah’s time.  Creationists began to see frequent examples of it in the sedimentary rocks.  About this time evolutionists began to acquiesce to the evidence and develop various forms of their own catastrophe theory.

One striking experiment in progress at Mt. St. Helens demonstrates how polystrate tree fossils form.  These trees are fully fossilized and stand vertically through multiple sediment layers (thus, polystrate).  When the forest slid into Spirit Lake the trees’ roots were torn from their stumps.  The logs (trunks with stumps) then drifted for many months from one end of the lake to the other as the wind changed direction rubbing their trunks together as they moved.  This action stripped the logs of bark which water logged and sank.  As time progressed the logs began to water log, too.  As they did the stump ends of the logs sank down presumably because of the earth clinging to the root end and the denser stump wood.  Now the logs were floating upright, stump end down.  As the logs continued to absorb water they sank to the bottom, many still in the upright position.  Continued eruptions caused mudslides and ash fall that settled and filled in between the logs.  
Why did I go to the trouble of detailing this situation?  It explains how the polystrate fossils must have formed.  In contrast, evolutionists have for years explained the thousands of polystrate trees at Missionary Ridge in Yellowstone National Park as trees fossilized in their growth position when the forest was destroyed by volcanic eruption.  Given the many sediment layers of trees one scientist interpreted Missionary Ridge to be 46 separate mature forests he estimated would need 30,000 to 50,000 years to go through the sequence of growing, maturing, being destroyed, and being fossilized.  But there are serious problems with a sequence of 46 small catastrophes.  Why were the stumps that reach up into higher layers not rotted during the hundreds of year it took for the next forest to form?  If the trees grew in place, why do their stumps terminate, lacking large roots?  Why is there almost no bark on the trees?  How could the process have so perfectly repeated itself 46 times?  The answers to these questions are clearly that the logs were not in growth position.  Instead the fossils had followed a scenario similar to what was observed in Spirit Lake but on a far grander scale.
A Biblical worldview enabled geologist Stephen Austin to use the evidence gathered at Mt. St. Helens to reinterpret the polystrate fossils at Yellowstone in a way more in line with evidence.  I intend to show more ways that evidence from this volcano have helped us correct erroneous interpretations.  How many more mistatkes are waiting to be corrected when the Biblical framework of interpretation is used?
